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1. PreambLe
Homework is a never-ending drama for children and parents. 
Homework creates tears, tantrums and it takes far too much 
time. Research shows that if children are in Primary School, 
homework has a negative impact  on their learning outcomes. 
There is no evidence  that any amount of homework improves 
academic performance.

Cooper, in many of his studies eludes to the fact that the 
relationship between homework and learning is negative. He 
says:
- Homework creates stress
- Homework is an extra burden to parents
-	 Homework	creates	family	conflict
- Homework diminishes time for after activities
- Homework is not inspiring
- Homework adds to everyone’s workload (children,  
 parents and teachers)
2. an overview
Despite the above preamble, Loreto School Queenswood is in 
favour of homework being given, provided homework is: 
- Appropriate to the learner’s skill level and age
- Purposeful, meaningful and relevant to the curriculum
- Interesting, challenging and when appropriate open  
 ended. 
- Assessed by the teachers with feedback and support 
 provided. Balanced with a range of  recreational,  
 family and cultural activitiei .
3. tyPeS of homework that may be given.
 3.1 Practice exercises
   - Reading (supplementary, prescribed novels and  
     for pleasure)
   - Practising spelling words
   - Practising mathematical bonds and tables.
   - Writing essays, speeches and other creative tasks
   - Practising musical instruments
 3.2 Preparatory homework
   - Collecting newspaper articles
   - Research topics for class work
   - Reading background
   - Revising the day’s work
 3.3 Preparatory homework
   - Writing a book review
   - Researching local news
   - Finding material on the internet

No homework can be used for summative assessments. 
Homework can only be used for informative and diagnostic 
assessments. No class work may be sent home to be 
completed and should a learner be absent the onus is upon 
the teacher to catch up all missed work at school.

4. heLPing LearnerS
Parents and carers can help learners with their homework 
by: 
   - Encouraging a regular daily session to examine  
     and complete homework.
   - Discussing key questions or suggesting resources 
     to help with homework recreational activities
   - Asking how homework and class work is 
     progressing, and acknowledging success
   - Talking to teachers about any homework problems
   - Checking if homework has been given
   - Ensuring learners keep a homework diary and sign 
     the diary daily
    - Discussing homework and other learning activities 
     with your child Practice exercises

Teachers can help learners with their homework by:
   - Setting varied, challenging and meaningful tasks  
    related to class work to suit the learners learning  
    needs
   - Helping learners establish a home study routine
   - Giving learners enough time to complete \  
     homework, considering home obligations and  
     extracurricular activities
   - Assessing homework and providing timely and  
     practical feedback and support
   - Making effective use of homework diaries
   - Helping learners develop organisational and time- 
     management skills
   - Ensuring that learners have good information skills
   - Ensuring parents and carers are aware of the  
     school’s homework policy
   - Developing strategies within the school to support  
     parents and carers becoming active partners in  
     homework
   - Ensuring that homework is given at the learner’s  
     level of ability.
5. heLPing LearnerS.
   - Grade 1-4
 Will not generally exceed 30 minutes a day or be set  
 on weekends or during school holidays.
   - Grade 5-7
 Will not generally exceed 60 minutes a day or be set  
 on weekends or during school holidays. 
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